MCCLENDON, ROSE
The patient is a 76-year-old woman who has been evaluated for recertification on hospice at this time. The patient has a history of longstanding dementia, memory loss severe, diminished cognitive abilities, great decline in physical and mental health to the point that she has protein-calorie malnutrition, muscle wasting in the lower extremity and temporal region. She is no longer able to recognize her family. She is on lorazepam regularly for her agitation. She requires Mucinex for cough and nasal congestion, and high risk of aspiration. She is only tolerating soft diet and only eating very little at this time. Despite soft diet and Thick-It, the patient has episodes of choking which has led to weight loss. She appears cachectic and eats very little at this time. The patient lives with her family who is trying to supplement her diet with Pedialyte and Boost to no avail. Because of advanced dementia, she is not able to assimulate any longer. She remains bowel and bladder incontinent, requires total care, sleeping over 20 hours a day, and KPS score of 40% noted. The patient continues to remain hospice appropriate, expected to live less than six months.
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